BIGWOOD SCHOOL:  

TUTOR GROUP DISCUSSIONS: SEPTEMBER 2005

THE SCHOOL I WOULD LIKE
Possible ‘shape’ for the session –some ideas to think about. This is only a suggestion  - you will know your students, their capabilities and interests and how best to engage and involve them.
	1
	Introduction – setting the context


	5

	
	The school will be receiving major investment, through the Building Schools for the Future programme and within the next 5 years or so will be extensively refurbished and new buildings added. This session is the start of a process to learn what students think about their school, and how they would like the school to be developed

	

	2
	Taking stock – what I like / dislike about the school


	10

	
	Think about:
· Social / emotional environment: relationships with friends and teachers/ relationships with other children in the school/ safety and security/ wellbeing etc

· Learning environment: what is learnt, how lessons are organised, attention given to different learning styles etc

· Physical environment: classrooms/ dining hall/ corridors/ stairs/ toilets/ outside spaces etc

	

	3
	How things might be / what I would like


	20

	
	Help them to focus on their vision/ creative imagination for how things might be. As above, think about:
· Social organisation and emotional/ social environment

· Learning environment

· Physical environment

Encourage them to think not only about things they would like (eg a social area) but also the ‘feel’ of places and spaces and about sensory and emotional responses.

	

	4
	Common themes and priorities


	10

	
	Identify common themes and issues, discuss what your students see as the most important – if you can reach consensus, highlight the 5 or 6 most important issues.
Also identify 

· what things can only be addressed when the school buildings are redeveloped

· what things can be addressed now or in the near future without needing building works


	

	5
	What next ?


	5

	
	Find out the students ideas for how they would like to be involved in continuing discussions about the new schools.

Let the students know that this is only the start of the process, and what will be happening next:
· Their ideas will all be collected together, and will be discussed by staff at their next inset day

· Ways to involve them further will be discussed at Year Council

· Ways to involve them further will be discussed at the School Council

· Possible further tutor group discussions

· Possible further work on the issues in curriculum subjects (eg design technology, art, drame, PSHE….)


	


Consider working in a variety of ways through the session – whole group/ small groups/ pairs etc. Remember that cultural identity/ gender might affect how children experience school – and it might be appropriate to give the space to explore this in different groups.

It might be beneficial to treat this session as something rather different from regular tutor group lessons – possibly think about a different classroom layout (desks in rows are not conducive to interactive discussion), maybe try an active and fun ‘warm up’ to involve all the students and encourage participation. Use it as an opportunity to think how students’ different learning styles can be accommodated…….

Try to create a climate where all ideas are seen as legitimate – in order to open up creative thinking rather than close it down.

Consider using different media to explore how things might be – it is often easier to be more creative when drawing/ painting/ making things/ using storytelling (a perfect day at school?) or poetry.

Try to make sure that all ideas are recorded – we will pull them all together afterwards, and look for common themes/ issues etc.
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