 Bigwood Visioning  150905

Bigwood Visioning  150905


SOCIAL AND ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

Large social areas for each year group

Pupil responsibility for running their own areas, including decision making, running shops, etc,.

Space for staff to be with students informally

Space for peer listening/privacy

Built in flexibility of use for evenings, weekends

Remove lots of movement around site,

e.g. circular/hexagonal – no corridor site.

Light and wide (if corridors exist)

Stairs only one-way access!  Lifts

Preferably all low level

Build in separation between older and younger pupils

Classrooms are attractive:-


Bright colours


Circles and groups, not rows


Built in access to ICT in desks


Reflexive heating and cooling 


NATURAL LIGHT!


Water coolers?

Design of school should be flexible enough to cope with fast changing curriculum

Rooms adapt to take more than 1 class (sliding walls?)

Flexibility of staffing for am/pm – do we need a crèche?

Develop social areas for pupils: - quiet study areas/wet weather areas

Adult feel to building

Vertical tutor groups

Lecture theatre(s)

Toilets accessible all the time

Multi-use facility: - 


Business


General public


Pupils

Water fountain in teaching rooms

Imaginative, multi-purpose, transformable and innovative SPACE … and colour!!

Attractive colour/heat

Outdoor shelter… for play … reflection…

Flexible space… soundproofing…

Extended time for activities/lessons – 3 days!!! … to allow for dedication/creativity

Chill out zones …. Coffee bars, etc

Social spaces… dining rooms… multi-use??

Integrated display space … performance space

Environment changes colour!! –Lesson change – ambience…

Walls designed for display …. and expression… creating trust with pupils…

Masses of computer points – small groups encouraged

Drop-in at front of school 

Lecture room/film theatre

Drama theatre/dance studio
mini-business

Banquet room/asian weddings.. any weddings

Music area

Common room for kids – pool/computers/vending machines

Soft area – bean bags/learning styles

Recycling: - business enterprise


          Gardening area

Support lesson – in ‘nice’ room – Y10/11

Drop-in Centre at front of school for NHS/careers 

Drop-in area for pupils: - support/tuckshop/homework/relaxed

Vertical group teaching/tutor groups

Small groups

Flexible working areas – divide rooms

Cross-curricular, joint teaching

Video conferencing/teaching with FE/HE/Industry

Community room/area for leisure, sharing good practice, get people in/thank, etc

Rooms to celebrate:-

 
G&T area


Anyone


Staff              ….. opposite to IEU

Individual rooms for interviews

Workshops/vocational areas

Open spaces – indoor and out

Social areas/year group specific/and mix

Teachers have their own areas so pupils do the moving

Rotating heads of department – better opportunities for development

Multi – disciplinary teams

Place linked departments close together in location

Swipe cards or recognition disc

Lifts/ramps/wide doors/big toilets for wheelchair and carer access

Central admin system

Nature areas

Art, etc, on walls

Healthy tuckshop

Morning breakfast

Healthy eating in dining room

Outdoor classrooms

Air conditioning & proper heating

CURRICULUM DESIGN

Cross-curricular lesson organisation

Get rid of 6 lesson day, build relationships in time and over time

Allow teachers sustained time with kids

Whole am or pm sessions on one area

Multi-disciplinary teaching?

More staff – smaller groups

Building in business use to school infrastructure

Accreditation for social skills

Learning styles central to delivery of curriculum – activate student voice around this.

Learning styles provide the starting point to create groups for activities

Blocked timetable

Vocational/practical

Early options

Fitting classrooms and rooms to different learning styles

Input from business/industry

Flexible working day/week

Exciting…. Challenging…relevant

Industry standard technical support, eg


Professional artist


Professional chef


Professional musicians

Solid practical basis so that they can be creative….

Innovation Room… “inventors room”

Project-based sessions .. let them flow!!!  Diversity of style

Merging curriculum areas – crossing the divide!

(encouraging flex’ in staff as well)

Creativity days …. weeks!!

Children opting/selecting choices…

Social skills through creativity

Home – School … break down boundaries…

Creative accreditation

Building in social time into learning time

Base some of the curriculum around a vocational area, eg

Science

role-play
ICT

                               Engineering


History
   Geography

                                      Maths

State of art technology

Conducive furniture

EXCITING resources ……. Not bits of paper

Exchange of teaching with FE/HE/Industry/Community

Skills for life – appropriate curriculum

Business links

Share good practice from other schools, institutions

More opportunities for cross curricular

Really decent PSE linked through year groups

Sixth form provision

Priority of social skills

PE that pupils want to do,e g big gymnastic pits, etc,.

Video link with parents/home

SCHOOL AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY

Use of social areas on site at night

Site used as base for education/integrated health/support facilities/CAMHS, etc

Café facilities

Social services based on site

Mentoring bases linked to community

Provide support for students without stigma

Base for local businesses to interact with schools

Parenting facilities – support/classes

Teen pregnancy unit/health visitor

Rolling mentoring base for older pupils

16-plus provision

Cross-generational interfaces with pupils-senior citizens

Services (community for excluded!)

Child development and other joint project with health teams

Attached special provision for children who are non-mainstreamable on entry

Post-16 support for transition into work and college

Open access to library and other school facilities

Celebration of learning… performance

Community in school… for school

Performance/exhibition space – quality

Think security/safety from stage 1

Orientation of school … to celebrate site… think sun/rain etc

Hide ugliness of car parks! (parking and storage underground?)

Greenery.. gardens

Practical skills

Solar panels.. wind generator

Minimise air conditioning
Flexible structure of spaces – different sizes for community/school and industry, for joint projects, crèche and hiring out

Parental/community/adult teaching/students – during and after school

Community coming into school areas

Day Centre

Health Centre

Open up massive sports facilities to community

Youth Centre – activities for them, skateboard, etc Youth leaders

Recycling

Adult Education

Coffee bars

Creche

Take inventory of parents skills – to come and do stuff in schools

Main themes:

Five ‘sub-themes’ emerge from the visioning session, which all involve breaking down existing boundaries of:


-Space


-Time 


-Relationships

1. Breaking down the existing structure of a day/week, to enable different kinds of learning – cross curricular, project-based approach.  (TIME)

2. More pupil responsibility/action/independent learning  (RELATIONSHIPS)

3. Adaptable spaces to be used by school/business/community  (SPACE)

4. Community merging with school, to redefine school as a ‘community hub’ (RELATIONSHIPS)

5. Spaces with different qualities/feel, flexible to accommodate different learning styles/pedagogical approaches   (SPACE)

All these themes allow for a different Curriculum to be designed, which is more practical, relevant, vocational and is more closely linked to the outside world.















